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Saturday, June 9, 2018 

Spring Meeting 

Heritage Trail Association 

Bridgewater, Somerset County 
*************************  

 Article, registration form, and         

directions, p. 15-16  

 

Welcome to Building a Place for History 
 

2018 NJ History and Historic Preservation 
 

 Conference, June 7 and 8 at Passaic 

County College in Paterson 

 

      Itôs going to be an exciting and packed 

two-day event in Paterson, home to Paterson 

Great Falls National Historical Park. The NJ 

History and Historic Preservation conference is the annual state-wide educa-

tional and networking opportunity for history and historic preservation profes-

sionals and volunteers in the fields of architecture, planning, heritage site and 

museum management, public history, archaeology, municipal preservation 

commissions, county heritage offices, developers, students, and more. 
 

Day 1 Highlights: 

¶ Choice of a bus tour of Dutch-American architecture or workshop on telling African-American history 

¶ The first combined presentation of the NJ Historic Preservation Awards by the Historic Preservation Office/

Historic Sites Council and Preservation New Jersey 

¶ Opening Reception at the Hamilton Club with invited speaker Leonard Zax 

 Day 2 Highlights: 

¶ Plenary Panel Discussion on Embracing the Future of Historic Preservation 

¶ Choice of 17 classroom sessions and tours of Patersonôs commercial historic district 

¶ Marketplace sponsor and vendor exhibits 

¶ Awards presentation for student poster competition by NJ Council on the Humanities 

 You may register for either or both days. Information on sessions, speakers, registration, and sponsors will 

be updated on a regular basis, so check back often, sign up for emails, or follow us on Twitter. 

                                           

                                                               (continued on page six) 

                SAVE THESE DATES FOR UPCOMING LEAGUE MEETINGS  
June 9, 2018ðHeritage Trail Association, Bridgewater, Somerset County 

Sunday, October 28, 2018ðJewish Historical Society of New Jersey, Whippany, Morris County 

April 6, 2019ðOcean County Historical Society, Toms River, Ocean County 

June 2019ðDey Farm, Monroe Township, Middlesex County 

Fall 2019ðLake Hopatcong Historical Museum, Landing, Roxbury Township, Morris County 
 

     We encourage your society to host a future League meeting. If you would like this opportunity to showcase your 

site, just contact Linda Barth, 908-240-0488, barthlinda123@aol.com, and she will put you in touch with the regional 

vice-president for your area. We look forward to visiting YOUR town some day soon. 

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001rUTbhoxAzReoL31_BLZj7VQgGJOMwKnRyesFvwP5G2vuFrhQBtdPhnqrYu-9UPWoo0tQMLKxlS21bJi9ZA5r6uz5BaIHvPdl-3Mpx3vv4djSdtitKuxsmO-xVRriIMD4kptsLrOeaEnCsq31N8fXnMcnZ0nl3wVqExDxgRNOFrBb52QzAibeQ2cnwdZpOk_N
https://twitter.com/njhistpresconf
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President (2018) 

Jane McNeill 

Victorian Society 
 

First Vice President (2018) 

Mary Swarbrick  

Fellowship for Metlar-Bodine 
        
Vice President, Northern (2018) 

Alice Gibson 

Victorian Society 
   
Vice President, Central (2018) 

Brian Armstrong 

South River Historical and  

Preservation Society 
       
Vice President, Southern (2018) 

Timothy Hart 

Ocean County Cultural & Heritage 

Commission 
 

Secretary (2018) 

Christine Retz 

Meadows Foundation 
 

Treasurer (2018) 

Pary Tell 

Cape May County Cultural and  

Heritage Commission 
 

Trustee, Northern (2018) 

Jennifer Coultas 

Boonton Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Northern (2020)  

Kate Malcolm 

Madison Historical Society 
 

Trustee, Central (2020)  

Jeffrey McVey 

Lambertville Historical Society 
           
Trustee, Central (2018) 

Donald Peck 

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 
 

Trustee, Southern (2018) 

Ronald Janesko 

Ocean County Historical Society 

 

Trustee, Southern (2020) 

Bruce Tell 

Stone Harbor Museum 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2020) 

Eve Morawski 

Durand-Hedden House 
 

Trustee-at-Large (2018) 

Laura Poll 

Archivist, Trenton Free Public Library 
 

Historian (2018) 

James Lewis 

Morristown and Morris Township          

Library 

***************************           
  The following are valuable members of 

our board, but are not elected positions: 
 

Executive Director 

Linda J. Barth, 908-240-0488;  

barthlinda123@aol.com 

Membership Chairman 

Jennifer Coultas 

Publications Awards Committee Chairman 

J. B. Vogt 

Fellowship for Metlar House 

Trustee Emeriti 

Bernard Bush and Dorothy Pietrowski 

    The Officers and Direc-

tors of  the League of  His-

torical Societies of New 

THE EDITORôS CORNER 
 

    During the month of 

April, League member or-

ganizations may purchase 

PastPerfect collections 

software at a discounted 

rate of 30% off. 

    We are happy to offer 

this opportunity to our 

members. See page six for 

details.   

     This discount will         

be offered only from  

April 1 -30. 

 

     The League urges you 

to take advantage of this 

offer. 

 

   On another topic, several 

of our member organiza-

tions are looking for suc-

cessful fund-raising ideas.  

   In the near future I will 

send out an email asking 

for your suggestions of 

events that have worked 

well for you. 

    We hope you will be 

willing to share your ideas. 

 
        Sincerely, 

       

        Linda Barth 

        Executive Director 

 

DEADLINE : Submissions for the January issue of League News must be on the editorôs 

desk no later than July 15, 2018. Please send all items to: Linda Barth, 214 North Bridge 

Street, Somerville, New Jersey 08876; barthlinda123@aol.com. 

  Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will 

be scanned and returned. Digital photographs should be submitted in .jpeg or .tif. 

                  INSIDE:  
 

History and Historic Preservation     

     Conference, p. 1, 6 

The Founding of the Museum of Early  

     Trades and Crafts, p. 3-4 

Tuckerton Seaport Nature Trail, p. 4 

League meeting at Stone Harbor, 

      p. 5 

Past Perfect discount, p. 6 

First Middlebrook Encampment, p. 7 

Battlefield Preservation  

     workshop, p. 8 

Historic Trust and Vintage Base     

       Ball Clubs, p. 9 
League workshops available, p. 10 

Interns available, p. 11 

League publication awards, p. 12 

NJ Bookshelf, p. 13-14 

June League meeting, p. 15-16  
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS  

 

The Founding of the  

Museum of Early Trades and Crafts in Madison 
By Jill Alexander 

 

     The very first question the Curator of Education Hilary May asks the student groups who visit the           

Museum of Early Trades & Crafts is, ñWhat do you think this building was originally used for?ò Looking at 

the James Library building, built in 1899, it is difficult to determine if the museum was originally a church, a 

schoolhouse, or a building from Hogwarts! Just about all the visitors who are unfamiliar with the buildingôs 

history are surprised that it was built as a library ï the first public library in Madison, N.J.  

D. Willis James, a  philanthropist and summer resident of Madison decided that the borough needed a library 

as a means of ñpublic enjoyment and benefitò. He also felt that the building should inspire learning. What 

resulted is a building in the Richardsonian Romanesque Revival style created by architects Willard Alden 

and Charles Brigham that certainly stands out on the quiet main street of shops, restaurants, and antique 

stores. The Richardsonian style was named for architect Henry Hobson Richardson who popularized this   

ornate style in the late 1800s. This style has several unique architectural features including semicircular 

arches, groin vaults, narrow windows, and a cruciform floor plan not usually found outside of churches. The 

clock tower, accessible by one of the two circular staircases, contains a Seth Thomas clock that still runs by 

its original weights. The manual winding mechanism was electrified in 1991. What makes the buildingôs          

design even more unusual are the 56 stained glass windows and stenciled brick from floor to ceiling and wall 

to wall. Imbedded within the stained glass            

windows and painted on the walls are quotations 

taken from the words of the Bible, Shakespeare, 

Longfellow, Disraeli, Dionysius, and Mann, 

among many other philosophers, wordsmiths, and 

poets.  The area on the lower level of the building 

was the periodicals room containing newspapers in 

many languages. This served the large immigrant 

population in the area and the room remained open 

from seven in the morning to ten at night to            

accommodate the working people in town. The 

Free Public Library of the Borough of Madison 

opened on Memorial Day, 1900.   

     The story of D. Willis James is one of sharp             

business acumen and philanthropy. He was born in 

England in 1832, attended school in Scotland and 

moved to New York to enter the family business. 

His company rapidly expanded as exports from 

America shaped the new economy and he became 

quite wealthy. He was a religious man and              

believed in giving back to God and his fellow man. 

In addition to building the library, he was involved 

in the Childrenôs Aid Society, the Union Theologi-

cal Seminary, and Amherst College. 
 

             (continued on the next page) 


